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All stormwater runoff flowing through Olympia's pipes, ponds, and ditches is managed according to the requirements of a permit first issued by the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) in January of 2007. The Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit; National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and State Waste Discharge General Permit for discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewers in Western Washington (Permit) requires the City to take actions like; educating the public and encouraging non-polluting behaviors, looking for illegal dumping and cross-connections, enforcing erosion and sediment control at construction sites, and using best practices for land management and stormwater system maintenance.
This Stormwater Management Program Plan (SWMP Plan) is designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from Olympia’s regulated MS4 (municipal separate storm sewer system) to the maximum extent practicable, meet state AKART (all known and reasonable technologies) requirements, and protect water quality.



particles of clay, silt, sand, gravel, or cobble, transported by water, are called sediment.
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